In vitro and in vivo evaluation of versicolin, an antifungal antibiotic.
Versicolin is mainly active against Trichophyton rubrum. It is inactivated by serum. However, attainable blood level can be fifteen to twenty times higher than the fungicidal concentration for as long as 4 hours after a single intravenous administration of the maximum tolerable dose of 25 mg/kg body weight of mouse. It has no haemolytic activity like other polypeptide antibiotics. Skin does not show the presence of any measurable amount of the antibiotic. It is excreted through urine to the extent of 65% of the maximum tolerable dose of the antibiotic administered intravenously. Versicolin is effective against experimental infection by T. rubrum in guinea pigs at dose as low as 2.5 mg/kg body weight. The antibiotic shows no sign of subacute toxicity at these curative doses.